
 

 

 
 

SERMON READING  
Matthew 1:18–25 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her 
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name 
Jesus.  
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WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Remember my affliction and my   
 wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 
 
All:  My soul continually remembers it and is 
 bowed down within me. 
 
Leader: But this I call to mind, and therefore 
 I have hope: 
  
All: The steadfast love of the LORD never  
 ceases; his mercies never come  
 to an end; 
 
Leader:  they are new every morning;  
 great is your faithfulness. 
 
All:  “The LORD is my portion,” says my  
 soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”  

―Lamentations 3:19-24 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Here is Love Vast as an Ocean 
 

READING 
Matthew 27:11–26 
 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 
governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But 
when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to 
him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify 
against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 15 Now at the feast the governor 
was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then 
a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 
you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus 
who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was 
out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 
Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, 

SERMON 
Born to Die 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 
 

The Cross of Christ is God’s plan. 
 
It is God’s plan… 
 
1. To Save his People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. To Be with his People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. For us to be his People 

Gross injustice demonstrates a basic premise: in 
our world, something is terribly wrong and cries 
out to be put right.” 

- Fleming Rutledge 



 

 

his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with 
that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask 
for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor 
again said to them, “Which of the two do you want 
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with 
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him 
be crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has 
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him 
be crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he was 
gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands 
before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the 
people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, 
and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 
crucified.  
  

SONG OF REFLECTION 
Psalm 2 
 

READING 
Matthew 27:32–56 
 
32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, 
Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry 
his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they 
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when 
he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments among 
them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and 
kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head 
they put the charge against him, which read, “This 
is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two 
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right 
and one on the left. 39 And those who passed by 
derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the 
chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked 
him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 
He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 
And the robbers who were crucified with him also 
reviled him in the same way. 45 Now from the sixth 
hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, 
hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And 
one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it 
with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to 
him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And 
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded 
up his spirit. 51 And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The 
tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and 
coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they 
went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54 
When the centurion and those who were with him, 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, 
“Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 

SONG OF RENEWAL 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  
O Praise the Name 
 

READING 

Isaiah 53:1–6 
 
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And 
to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and 
like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or 
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and 
rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 

God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 
one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 
 

CALL TO REPENTANCE  
Based on reading above 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Leader: Merciful God, we meet each other today at 

the foot of the cross, as inhabitants of one 
world. We wait with each other as those 
who inflict wounds on one another:  

 
All: be merciful to us.  
 
Leader:  As those who deny justice to others:  
 
All: be merciful to us.  
 
Leader:  As those who put our trust in power:  
 
All: be merciful to us.  
 
Leader:  As those who are greedy:  
 
All: be merciful to us.  
 
Leader:  As those who put others on trial: 
 
All: be merciful to us.   
 
Leader: look with mercy on your family for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be 
betrayed and to be given over to the hands 
of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; 
through him who now lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever.  

 
All:  Amen. 

 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed.     —1 Peter 2:24  

 
SERMON 

Born to Die 
   Rev. Jim Poopalapillai 

 
CLOSING HYMN 

In Christ Alone 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
10:00 a.m., Sunday April 5, 2026:  Easter Service. 

We will have our Regular Lord’s Day Service. 

 

Sunday, April 5, 2026: The Lord’s Supper will be 

celebrated. 

 
BENEDICTION   
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.   —Romans 15:13 

 
DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Let us go forth to serve the world as those 
who love our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  

 
All: Thanks be to God! 


